
The atlanto-axial joints are enclosed by thin and loose fibrous capsules, which are lined by synovial 
membrane and allow relatively free movement to occur.    The postero-medial accessory atlanto-axial 
ligaments attach to the body of C2 (axis) near the base of the dens and the lateral mass of C1 (atlas), 
close to the attachment of the transverse ligament; they provide stability.


